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S vicinity of 

Ca tegory  Ownership Status Present Use 
d i s t r i c t  public occupied agriculture museum 

X X private unoccupied commercial park 

structure both work in progress educational 
 private residence 
site Acquisition Accessible e n t e r t a i n m e n t  religious 
object in process yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial 
no militarv other: 

street number Box 8628 
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courthouse, registry of deeds, County 

street number 

town 	 state V i r  2306 

has this been determined eligible? yes 

date December, 1959 federal state county local 

for 

. 




7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
-excellent X - deteriorated - unaltered -original site 
2 good - ruins 2 altered -moved date N / A  
-fair - unexposed 

- 

Describe tne present and original (if known1 physical appearance 

Fine Slash i s  located on Totopotomoy Creek, near Studley, in  eastern 
Hanover Comty. . The.;propertp i n c l u d e s ~ t w o  contributing residences, one 
c o n t r i b ~ t k g  h i s to r i c  outbuilding, ,two newer  noncontributing outbuildings, 

and a noncontribiiting cemetery ( s i t e ) ,  on a t r a c t  of 138 c~ i l t i va t ed  and wooded 
acres. 

. . 

( See Continuation Sheet #1 ) 



8. Significance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1 499 
- 1500-1 599 
- 1600-1699 
X 1700-1 799 
L 1800-1 899 
- 1900- 

Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric c o m m u n i t y  planning - landscape architecture- religion 
- archeology-historic -conservation - law -science 
- agriculture -economics literature -sculpture 
X architecture - education - military - social1 
__art  -engineering - music humanitarian 
-commerce - explorationisettlement - philosophy -theater 
-communications - industry - politicslgovernment t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

-invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates 1750 . 1830 BuilderIArchitect N/A 

Statement of Significance ( in one paragraph) 
STATENQiT CF SIGNIFICANCE 

Pine Slash i s  primariiy simificant  for  the unique construction of i t s  
oldest originai bullding. a rLd-18th centcry dxelling. No other examples 
of colonial vert icai  plank construction have been identified i n  Virginia, 
azd ver; feu! ir! the entire southeastern Ur.ited States. The b ~ i l d i n g ' s  
irqIortance as  an a r t i fac t ,  and as a prFIIL3i-y docment In the history of 
VirgMa coristmct.ion technology i s  Imnense. Pine Slash i s  also 
significant as  Patrick Henry's home in  the 1750s. The property includes 
the 18th-centm~ resic'ence; a second residence and a brick octbuilding, 
dating from the early 19th century; two structures dating from the mid-20th 
centuyr, =d a f?mi.ly cenetery associate6 with the Jones family, who have 
awexed. a t  Pine Slash since the la te  38th centwj. 

( See continuation Sheet #5 ) 
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7. Archi tectwal  Pna1:rsis 

The prirM.ry f e a t w e  of t he  property i s  a 1;-story building t h a t  was 
Patrick I ienr j ' s  home f o r  several  years. The oldest  section of the  
building, erected c i r ca  1750, i s  an extremely r-e exmple of v e r t i c a l  
plank constnicticn.  Cj-rca 1800, a large framed addit ion was erected on the  
south s ide of t h e  buildin&. The or ig ina l  ex te r ior  sheathing of t he  plank 
building i s  not lnovrn, bct  t he  pat terns  of n a i l  holes on portions of t he  
planking suggest a v e r t i c a l  board sheathing. The e n t i r e  bliilding was 
sheathed i n  be&& hcrizontal  weatherboards a f t e r  constmction of t he  
c o ~ t h e r n  addi t  ion. 

me ex te r ior  has an i r r e s l a r  composition. ?'he or ig ina l  stmcl;cre has 
a cen t ra l  doorway with a bat ten door a d  two a syme t r i ca l  windows on the  
fec2de (west e levat ion) .  The soxthern addit ion adds another door ar.d 
vrinCow t o  t h i s  elevation. One dormer wir~do~h! i s  s i tua ted  roughly above the 
door of the  southern addit ion.  The east  elevation has two doors and ',t:o 
ufir.dovis i n  z n  irrem1a.x- pat tern;  several  aspects of this elevat icn hevo 
been refrarned. The north elevation is  pierced by a c e l l a r  en t rmce  3r.e ty 
;1 sir.gle six-over-six window i n  the  gzble end, l igh t ing  the  a t t i c .  The 
s o ~ t h  elevation has a s ing le  six-over-six sash window f o r  the  r!nin f l co r  
a n d  f o r  t he  a t t i c .  The beaded weatherbcarc1 s;ding, which apparently dates  
from the time of t he  ad$.ition, 'as been replaced i n  several  a:-e?.:: t12 mn:i 
boarc's k?.,.ve su-vived. A rnillzd wooden cornice i s  of u~.'rnown date .  There 
a r e  no m t t e r s .  

The o r ig lna i  pcr t ion of t he  building i s  oi' vel?2c?.l plank and braced 
frame constrzlctj~on. 9.e pl-ha.ry s t m c t w a l  elements a r e  hem sllls, 
Gshaped comer  posts ,  p l a t e s ,  and diagonal braccs v!h!hich a re  joined with 
pecged mortise-me-tenon Jo in t s .  Secondary posts  f lank the  doors ar,d 
windows. W t l e n  the  f'rmework of these rnerrbers, the  v~alls a re  c o ~ r i s e d  of 
v e r t i c a l  planks,  2 ;  i.nckies th ick  and ranging from s i x  t o  twelve inches 
wide, s e t  side-by-side with chamfered battens n ~ l l e d  over t he  i n t e r s t i ce s .  
The planks a r e  tenoned t o  f i t  ci-anriels i n  t he  s i l l s ,  braces, ana p la tes .  
A l l  oS the  b ~ i l d i n g ' s  ex te r ior  walls m.d the  or ig ina l  i n t e r i o r  partition 
a re  of p l a k  cons tmct ic r .  A ur',?,e wmolded horizontal  cha i r  r a i l  ts  
applied over the  planking at a 30" llei@t. 

The o r ig ina l  building includes a h a l l  and a ch,unber on the  f i r c t  
f l c o r ,  wi th  tvio szraller rooms i n  the  a t t i c ,  and a p a r t i a l  basement. A 
single chirrmey cpens in to  t he  chamber; t he  north room, t.he h2.!1, does not 
appear t o  have been heated. The transverse pa r t i t i on  i s  of plank 
construction with a s ingle  six-panel door cen t ra l ly  l o c ~ t e d .  Ar1 enclosed 
corner s ta i rcese  i n  the  northeast corner ~Yovides  access t o  t he  a t t i c .  The 
lower end of t h e  s t a i r ' s  intermediate newel 1 s  fzshicned as a 
fourteen-facet pol::hedron per.dan.t. The s t a i r  has a s teep r i s e ,  comer 

( S e e  C o n t i n u a t i o n  Sheet t 2  ) 
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7. Arciii tectural Prlalvsis 

winders, a!(! an a t t i c  balustrade conposed of two 1~5de b o n d s  se t  on the  
diagonal. The ceiliRis :o!rts i n  these two or ig ina l  roorns are exposed, and 
appear t o  have always been exposed; they have beaced edges, and bear 
rermants of whitewash. The l.or\ier face of t he  a t t i c  f loor ing is a l so  
whitewzshed. '36s i s  the  plan most cornon i.n T7irgi~l ia ' s  m a 1  sea ts  of the  
18th c e n t q ;  Cel l  Uptor, nctes t,hat, even with t h e  wealthiest Virginia 
planters ,  t he  two-room plan house predcr6nated i n  t h e  period. 

The c e l l a r  i s  reached by a doon.cr=:j on the north elevation.  This door 
i s  sheltered by a frame bulkhead tha t  uns constructed by t h e  curYer.t o~mer .  
Nost of the  si l ls  and f loo r  j o i s t s  have k e n  replaced. The br ick 
fomdation walls hme been patched and repaired i n  rrany phases, ar.d 
or:~einal r a t e r i a l  and de t a i l i ng  a re  1-10 l m g e r  evic?ert. The basement space 
dces r:ot appear t o  have been finished. 

me rccf  !.r f r m e d  of pit-sawn r a f t e r s  which beer on a f a l s e  p la te  
res t ing  or, t h e  ce i l i ng  Zoists.  The r a f t e r s  a r e  joired ?t the rldge with 
pegged rn.c~',ice-me-tenon jo in t s ;  co l l a r  beam a r e  joined t o  the  r a f t e r s  with 
half-lapped Jc in t s .  r e  i s  no ridge beam. While scrre c f  the  roo? 
shea~hlng  appe?.rs t o  be or ig ina l ,  t he  star.6ir.g-seem imetal roofing i s  
re la t ive ly  new. The a t t i c  space i s  divided by a s i r r p l ~  f r?md par t i t ion ;  
the  a t t i c  17ocr. Ir t,he southern addition i s  not accessible frcrn the  or ig ina l  
& t i c .  

The zccthern addit ion t o  Pine Slash i s  of t he  more typ ica l  braced- 
frame constmction.  T'hese walls were b u i l t  f o r  ex te r ior  v7e?tkerboar6 
sheathing and i n t e r i o r  l a t h  and p l a s t e r  f in i sh .  ?'he k ~ i l a i n g ' s  o r ig ina i  
cld~mey appears t o  have been r ebu i l t  !\rl?en t h i s  addit ion was con.stxcted; 
tlic r.+<nclc k\%s corbeled cap. ?he c h i h e y  hes e f i replace with a 
segmental b r ick  arch i n  t he  south room, frarred by a s i ~ r p l e  wooden 
m i e l p i e c e ,  and cirt!.?r fl.replace i n  t he  centr?.l chamber', with a simple 
m t e l  s h e l l .  l'he ch3mejr breasts  a r e  plas tered i n  both rconls. A second 
corner, ~ t a i ~ c n c e  ;illov!s access t o  a s ing le  a t t i c  room which i s  finished 
with p l a s t e r  and lit by a dormer window. The lathing i n  the  southern 
addit ion i s  ri;ien. C e i l i ~ r ~  j o i s t s  i n  t h e  southern additl.ol:, a s  i n  t he  
or ig ina l  po-tion of t he  building, a r e  exposed, with beaded edges. 

Wi~dcw sash i n  the  building i s  imel?;lar, showing severiil tlifL'ci7ent 
conPiw~?tions and m t i n  p ro f i l e s .  One soiirce suggests that a l l  t he  
ex i s t i cg  sash was in s t a l l ed  t o  rf!p!?~c.e o r ig ina l  leaded caseir.ents. TYae 
Sirs t - f loor  window i n  the  south el.ev?.ticr; has wide i m t i n s ,  while other 
sash i n  the  building has 11x~r.n;. n in t jns .  A l l  of  t he  old sash i s  of pegged 
cor:stn;ction. The window of the  cent,r8a'i rocrn on the  eas t  e levat icn has 
f ow-over-f our sash, while the revn i ning sash i s  six-over-six . 'Illere i s  
or.e d o l ~ ~ e r  on the  west slope of the  roof rf the  southern addit ion.  This 
com,er has a fow-o-~er-four sash windcw a ~ d .  a gabled roof.  b e  report. 
indicates  t h a t  t,he !xil;diiig had three dormers e a r l i e r .  

i See Continuation S h e e t  P 3  
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7 .  itrciii tectural fl.nal:lsi s 

Hardware !.n the  building i n c l ~ d e s  a r i x t w e  of wrocght-jron s t rap  
hinges 2nd sc:*face-mounted H-i. type hinges. Turo b:ooden box locks and 
several  1:100de~ latches a r e  i n  place cn the  bat'cnl doors, r;hlle several  iron 
rim locks with porcelain kr-obs, t yp i ca l  of mid-19th-centwj ccnstmct ion,  
a r e  fomd i n  t h e  southern addition. 

Altllou@ cech of the  building's  ex te r ior  fabr ic  was s ~ c c m b i n g  t o  r o t ,  
recent repa i r s  have se t  i'ine Slash i n  good condition. The repa l r s  have 
helped i i ~ s c r e  t ke  preservation of the  s t ruc tu ra l  frm.ework and the inte;-ior 
features.  The fomdat icn has seen extensive r epa i r s ,  with the Priclxiorlc 
par@ 2x6 r.ost of t he  s i l ls  and f loor  Jo5sts  replaced. Nuch of the  
weatherboarding has been replaced. The i n t e r i o r ,  conversely, i s  repa-kably 
i c t e c t .  Ir. two areas ,  portlons of t he  p l ~ ~ - , k  walls have been removed a2d 
yepiaced with modern stud fruping. The building has no plumbing: ?re only 
a very ~2r.!1?2l e l e c t r i c a l  system with s~rface-niounted condcits has been 
ins ta l led .  A Slue i n  t he  chimney indieaces th,%t a wood-burning s t o v ~  r:?~s 
once used i n  t he  cen t ra l  room. 

The secclnd residence on the Pine Slazh pr'cpcrty is  a t r c - s t o q  
building of braced-frzme constl%ction, s0metir.e~ ca l l ea  "Frospect. H i l l . "  
The b~i!.ding, which i s  located on the s i t e  of t,hc ce.rl.i.er r a in  resident'?, 
r'!as b u i l t  c i r ca  1820. me b~;Lldirg has a ga~brel-roof '  forn! t ha t  v!Z.s ccmrc?r. 
ir t he  co~in t ies  aromd Xc:mond i n  the: e ~ r l : ~  ?4t.h c e n t ~ r y ;  L i t t l e  P~ .~ .ou l ,h  
i n  King &cen County i s  a comparable bui1Cir.g. 

Prospect H i l l  has a central-hell ,  s ingle-pile plan,  with a. fell 
baserent. ?;.o c;:cterior end chimneys of' i r r egu la r  ~hericnr-bond brickwork, 
have double shoi11de:ings and corbeled caps. %?e primar:; rlor3t,h ?.re sclcth 
elevations a r e  tl-zee bays wide, with nine-over-nj.ne, do~ible-hung sash 
windows. mee shallow dormers witl-. six-over-six sash pierce t're lc'wer 
slopes of t he  g z k r e l .  A small gable-roofed porch on the  nortl? elevation 
she l te rs  t he  cen t ra l  entrance, while the  cen t r a l  shed-rcofed porch on the 
south elevation bes been enclosed. The eas t  and west elevations have small 
s ingle  tbrir;c?cws on each s ide of the  chimey stacl: 2.t t ke  ceccnd-floor level .  
Ibst of t he  i n t e r i o r  spacec and features  a r e  i n t ac t ;  the  narrow sta:n~ay 
and the m l t e l p i e c e s  a r e  of note. 'tbrdwnre f e r  ceiling-r.ounted padCle ?;ins 
("p~.ril:A;11s~') i s  in t ac t  i n  one basement roon. 

Prospect H i l l  i s  i n  good condition. It kas been renovated i n  ~ece r : t  
yc?.rs f c r  conte~nporary use, with new e l e c t r i c a l ,  pllmbing, and rnecbanicr.l 
systems,. The or ig ina l  ureather~boarding has been covered 011 t k c c  clcvrt.icr.s 
vath alwninm siding. Storm windcws have been added t o  most of t he  
or ig ina l  windows. The ~ c w . c ?  f l ~ o r  of the  south porch );as l~een  er:clcsed t o  
acccm,otiate a modern kitchen. 

Other buildings on the propert,:! inclGc7.e a one-story briclc carr.i~..~,e 
YLo~se, which m y  be contemporary with tb.e .e:econd residence (Prospect I i i l i ) .  

bui lding 's  o r ig ina l  bricl; urall s of six-course American bcnd ~ 5 t h  rmdcm 

( See Continuation Sheet +4 ) 
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glazing have swiived in  relatively good ccndition. it was remodeled for 
use as  a tool  she6 circa 1960, with a frame wall b i l i l t  across ti-je eentraree, 
ar,d a new roof. The rz-m's other outbuildin~s,  ir.cl~ding a kitchen, an 
ice h o ~ s e ,  stables, and. serr?ntsl quarters, have not m e .  %e general 
location of these vanished outbuildings i s  a r a t t e r  of l i v k g  rflemorjr, and 
archeological ir:~~esti&?.tions might verify the exact location %d 
approximate configurations of these buildings. 

A modern garage and a tool  shed, both dating frcrr. the rrrrid-20th 
century, are also on the ~ rope r ty .  A small cemetery with gi-zvesites of the 
Jones f x a l y ,  who k v e  dvielled at Pine Slash k c r .  1-97 t o  the present, l i e s  
southeast of the r.esidences. 
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Histor ic  Context 

Lrchitecture: The or ig ina l  building at  Pine Slash i s  am extremely - 
r a r e  e:<ar;pie of v e r t i c a l  plank const;-r;cticr. ( e l so  cal led "palisade" 
construction) i n  t he  Chesepez-ke region. The building i s  inportant evidence 
of a l ternat ive interpreta t ions  of t->her constmct ion i n  t he  Virginla 
colony. Tiariations on t m e r  cons txc t ion  i n c i ~ d i n g  plank, v e r t i c a l  i ce ,  
horizontal  log, and stovewocd c c n s t x c t i o n  thr ived i n  areas whe?e timber 
was a b ~ . ~ t ,  m.d where costs  were entai led i n  r z l l i n g  and shaping, ra ther  
than i n  materials.  l,lm:r builm-ngs i n  ??ew England were fashioned of 
ver t icn l  plmlcs mortised in to  a s i l l ;  post c f  these New England examples 
date frorrL the  period 1680-1725. Carl Condit describes plank constmction 
a s  th r iv ing  i n  Mew England from 1627 t o  2 6 0 .  Buildings of plank 
constmction have a l so  been ident i f ied  i n  the  P!ississippi/PIissowi region 
i n  the  18th century; and i n  Newfo~ndlard. over a m c h  longer e ra ,  from the 
17th i n t o  t he  ear ly  20th century. One other example of pl,arl< constmcticn 
in the Cl-.esapeiii;e iqegicn i s  t he  bienlocke Christ ison H o ~ s e  i n  Talbot County, 
IQryland, hilt c:rca 1670, ?.rid. since moved. No otke- buildings of plank 
construction have been ident i f ied  i n  Virginia.  While t h e  age arid inte&ri+,y 
of t h e  si,nct,cre es tab l i sh  i t s  importance, t,>e extyeme r a r i t y  of v e r t i c a l  
plank cons txc t ion  i n  the  s t a t e  and the region mark P,:.re Zlesh a.s a1 

arch i t ec t l za l  zrt>fz.ct of the  f i r s t  importance. 
While some popular sccrcec, s L g e s t  that Pine Slash was b ~ i l t  i n  

t he  l a t e  l'ith century, Y a k  Wenger, a r c h i t e c t c ~ ~ a l  hi-storian f o r  t he  Colonizl 
I$i l l imsburg Fo~ndat icn ,  dates t he  o r i 6 n a l  building t o  c i r ca  1750. Verger 
c i t e s  t he  L-shaped co rne i~cs t s ,  the  com.on r a f t e r s  s e t  on the f a l s e  p i a t e ,  
ad t he  s i q l i s t i c  character of t he  i n t e r i c r  nloldings and harciware 2s 
f e a t w e s  inconsistent wi+,h const,m.ction of e a r l i e r  periods. tio a t t e q t  t c  
confirm t h i s  date with dendrochronological o r  wcl-~eologiciil t e s t i n g  has 
been mad?. 

The s o ~ t h e r n  add~ition t o  Pine Slash i s  a l so  i r ~ o r t a n t  a rch i tec tura l ly  
because of i t s  exceptional i n t e w i t y .  It i s  a r e l a t i ve ly  i r t z c t  c>;~lr;q~le of 
tile bxced-frame construction tha t  txyplfied most of the  s t a t e ' s  bcilcllrigs 
i n  the  antebellum years. The 19th-century residence, Prospect Hi I I., hzs 
a rch i tec tura l  merit a s  well  and adds t o  t he  significance of t he  p~cpert,::. 
The ense~b?.e,  including the  two residences, t,he surviving outbuilding, arr! 
t he  po ten t ia l  archeological renniants, i s  of statewide s l p i f l c m c e .  ' 

---. History : T;e encirlent Virginia ora tor  Patr ick Eel~p!; soupbt a l i v ing  a s  
a farmer and a merchant i n  Hanover County i n  the  1750s. Fie r m r i e d  Sarah 
Sheltcn i n  17511. %e I:e!lrys occupied a house cal led Pice Slash, on land 
given a s  3 doll?: b:~ Snriih's fa ther  John Shelton. \+?lien t h i s  h c c ~ e  was 
destrcye?, Qr flr 'e i n  1757, the  Henrys movea t o  t he  overseer's house on the  
property where they l ived f o r  several  years. This i s  the  b u i l c l i ~ p  t,Pat 
s u r v i c ~ e .  Aftel- several  disappointing years zis 21. f"ur.er, H e ~ r  sold the  

( See Continuation Sheet *6  ) 
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property t o  J o h  S:ne. IIetry embarked on a l ega l  caree- =.6 t:cr ;?eat (and 
well-docmented) Ime i n  t he  Revolution. 

l i n e  Slash, t P r c ~ g h  scbsequent t ransact ions ,  passed. t o  Zcel Zones i n  
1797, and it Pas been the  property of t he  Jones family t o  t he  wesent  day. 
Washingt.cn Jcnes, son c f  Joe l  Jones, inher i ted tP.e land i n  1635, arid deeded 
it t o  Willim. biashington Zones i n  1870. Pine Slash tken passee t o  Lemella  
E l l a  :orles ??dl ey m d  B. T. Talley i n  1-90;?, i n  1441 t o  Namie 'lalley 
Tihorias bJilllam Talley Thomas, the c ~ r r e n t  owners. 
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6. Representation in Existing Surveys (continued) 

2. Division of Historic Landmarks 
Survey File Nos. 42-25 and 42-26 
1968 X State -- 
Depository: Division of Historic Landmarks 

221 Governor Street 
Richmond, VA 23219 

3. Division of Historic Landmarks Survey 
File No. 42-122 
1986 X State - 
Depository: Division of Historic Landmarks 

221 Governor Street 
Richmond, VA 23219 
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1 .  Ceoora~!!ical bata - - ~ouiiuar:r J u s t i f i c a t i o n  

The acreage forms a natural elevated plateau bounded by two creeks, the northern 

one of which has been dammed for a pond. The boundaries include the likely archeo- 

logical sites of slave houses and other early agricultural structures claimed by the 

owner to have stood in the fields to the north and east of the standing buildings. 

The boundaries also take in a portion of the pine slash lowlands from whence the 

property derives its name. 

Verbal Boundary Description 

Beginning at a point on the E side of VA 643, approx. 5500' SE of the intersec- 
tion of said route with VA 606; thence extending approx. 2300' NE crossing 
service road and following E side of an improved light duty road; thence approx. 
400' ENE to a point in the middle of the pond; thence approx. 2200' SE and ESE 
along the middle of the pond to a point at a northern tributary stream of 
Totopotomoy Creek: thence approx. 1500' following SSE and then SE alonq said 
stream to a point where it joins Totopotomoy Creek; thence approx. 4000' V 
following said creek to a point where VA 643 crosses creek; thence approx. 
600' N along E side of VA 643 to point of origin. 
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